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Donovan Acts
- as Plan Fails

dff "’Iay of Pigs

R eveals ;Kennedy S Apprecmtwnf

‘in Rel'é’alse of 1,113 Prisoners |

1 mxg:p;astro s Cuba

[Sorensen Says Air Corps Was Never in the Plan-’

singer says the Eisenhower adminisfration’s “ground ruk.” pm

tkommunist exiles led by Col.:
i[Carlos: Castillp

FOIADb3b

r M. Schlesmgr'r Jr, and
ﬁ%‘“ﬁ“ “Bobl:s by former !

nrian

s invasion, on April 17,
d been traihed at a

(.OV“‘;' and ,‘ a!t }Dremdent Kenned¥ had excluded par tmpalwu

tes ground or alr forces. Under the Kennedy |
vitation, the United Stafes would take the Cuban brigade to|
-« heaches and that would be all.

4 sigaificant fact which is not recognized—indeed js denied---
-y boti Schlesinger and Sorensen is that United States air cover |
was included in the invasion plan inherited by the Kenneav
dministration from the Eisenhower administration.

Scrensen simply says air cover was never in the plan. Schie- |

hibited “United States participation in combat.”

Neither author even mentions the late Whiting Wlllaue“. who
was in charge of planning for the Cuban invasion under i
i|Eisenhower admlmstratwn .

'AS:

or the operatmm IH"WhICh anti-

Armas over-
hrew the communist-jominate
Arbenz regime in Guatemala in
1954.

. Myths and mygtery have grown out of James B, Donovan’s
‘|ssuccess in negotiating the exchange of a Russian ‘master spy
11or ‘hn American sy pilot and the release of 1,113 Bay of Pigs
pr isomers from Cistfo’s dungeons The truth, however; is as
Qsiunatmg as ahy ﬂetibn This is the third of a se¥les tn which
| L glmcu,o TRISONE presents the facts, both™f the nego-.
fm(lons and the "coniroversial Bay of P)ﬂs h lgedy Atself.:

He testified under oath before
he Senate internal seciirity sub-'
committee that when the Eisen-
hower administration put him
n charge of preparanons for
the Cuban invasion he enliftes 4f
e cooperation of the Jmn" ’ ,

Fhiefs of staff and was assure¢  “owles (iett) and Burke

T

N F'inaliy_

P Y- BY CHESLY MANLY.
IDEL CASTRO’S release of 1,113 Cuban prisotiers captmno ‘
Fm the, jll- fated Bay of Pigs invasion attempt, it exclatige
Yor- 53 “miflion ‘d8llars worth of drugs and baby food, was-
; mgetlated by Jame§ B. Donovan, The Kennedy administration
hided this ransom d 1 because of what Dongvan describes as a
ense of “moral re n51b1hty” for the Bay of Pigs tragedy.
L “President Ixemgedy called me after it was over and con-
dtulated me, andd feel sure that he felt that it was discharg-
- ing what he regarded. as a very heavy moral obligation on his
part,” Donovan told this reporter. ]
! Because of his suecesg o negomatmg the exchange of Rudol?
“ IAbel, Russian super: “*for Francis Gary Powers, the Ameri- |
. Jan U-2 spy pilot, Donovan, in June, 1962, was urged by members -
"pf the Cuban Families committee to ungdertake negotiations with.
. Eastro. for the release of the Bay of Pigs prisoners.

f s

just

'm, (*alh l it lar»I iniu IRy
o nad heen fired,
Sehlesingbe renorts thu
Ja;;uary‘ 1851, a JOCS pe
tacitly guastionio the hep
¢ United Staiés p wtivipstiog
military operations, disc
possible levels of volven o
¢ Ll he says this naper - as
“shuffled aside in the conluw.on |
of the changeover.” :
‘He reporis that Gen. Lem-
'nilzer, chairman of ‘the J«bl
“b ie& to renew ~discussion of ;
allernatives ran:ing from mini-
mum  t0 maximum United !

Rusk (left) and Willauer

y lhe JCS that the. Um ed’
tates would provide ait cover'
pr the operation.
Willaver testified that his
junior partner” in the project

. “What happened at the Bay of Pigs,” Donovan said in an!
. [nterview, “was the fact that these people’s sons had been;
" fecruited by the United States, had been sent in with the ap-;
¢ proval of the United States, and then—without getting into detail;
—had been literally abandoned by the United States and per-!|
mitted to run out of ammunition on the beach, and they had
peen imprisoned for 15 months.”

Donovan was asked whether he agreed, as some have*
harged, that President Kennedy’s sense of moral responsibility
hmounted to a feeling of guilt.

“Well, I think ‘guilt’ could be used but it’s just another way
bf expressing the same thing,” Donovan replied.

Reviews Disaster at Cuba’s Bay of Pigs

A brief reyiew of t_h Elgo disaster (s#@m%x e
ati

aking up Do

States involvement” when thei
plan was exposed to leading
mambers of the new adminis-
tration on Jan. 22. But when
President Kennedy reviewed
the plan six days later, accord-
continue as coordinator of & to Schlesinger “the ground
e project. -rule agajnst United States par-
tivipation was sl to prevail.”

Realizes the Squeeze Is On | Reports Talk with Kenne-lv
Willaner sdon reafized, how-1 - Schlesinger gi os (his accmil
e, that he was beingig o converention he had wiih
tucezed out. Rusk, Bowles, Prwdm! Kennody - i
wd other top state department : “So far as the operalion 1,_.

fivials rvefused to sev him. ge oo coticerned, he fell as

heat the middle of Fobrows + ol me
mg#ﬁﬂmmmdﬁd&%ﬁf 4"
Contiaed

iying: off Cuba. The

as Tracy Barnes, of the Cen-
; 3»«5&@& .agency. On
n. 26, 1961, he said, Dcan P
usk, the new secretary of
rate, and Chester Bowles, the
W undersecretary asked him: ;

-9
.




U TYROMI

JAN

H BATTALION
WIMS ASHORE

) JET TRAINERS™
SINK SUPPLY SHIP|
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aig this would knock out the
305 and free the brizades.
I-26s to deal with Castro's
tanks. S
The President refused. bt
anthorized a comprogise half-:
mensure. - Sixc unmarked: el
from the Essex woild flviover
the beaches for :@ne h'our.

ISLANDS
Atlontic Ocean ;

f\' )
"D gay oF pies

=-_= Canbbean Sr-a

cover for invaders led to their eventual capture by Castro forced. } i

= | Wednesday morning te: previ\ler
w1 | Cover for a B26 attack frem
SN Henragua. Thé" jets wedld ni

scek - air -combal, -or  altack
-grotind targets, but they could,:
idefend the brigade planes fr o
caw - attack.

! Schlesinger says the Premleﬂt
“probably permitted this singt ef
irelaxation of his ban ageinst’s

r the use of United States armed .

iforge in the hope that it might”

Legends on map tell of events and disposition of deel Castra’s troops Wthh led to the make possible the evacuation:
Failure of: American jet planes to provide am of the brlgade from the bea.ch».}

: head. 5
In  Nicarapua, the (‘ub'm

down from a grandiose amphib- Castro’s small air force. Afteriing to Schlesinger, Rusk per pilots were exbaustéd frofn 43;

ious assault to a mass infilira- the first strike. two days before:

tion . he. supposed that the
cost, both military and politi-
cal, of failure was now reduced
to a tolerable level. He added..
‘If we have to get rid of these
800 men [the number was in-:
~creased later to 1,4001, it is

" much better to dump them in,

' Cuba tharm in the United States,,
cspecially if that is where they
want to go.”

Schlesingergfpphasized—that, :
fAd the (-LLAH’ED i Cuban axrfxelds, and when the
plan and predxc.ed! pilots returned to. Nicaragua

‘both the JCS
proved ¢t

the landing, thore would-bé an

interval for -2 overBlights to

assess damare. and & 8od@ nd
strike would foilow at"BgWE o1
April 17, immediately pr&*e&ma
the landing. As paete of ::'
“cover story,” ii wouldibe®
nounced that the CuBan. ptlf)t‘
were defectors from t‘astru
air force. . ST A
At dawn on Saturday Apeil
15, eight B-26s attacked three:’

success for it in spite of Presi-| they reported greal success.
“dent Kennedy’s ban on United! Overilights the next day, how-j,;
States milifary participation., €ver, showed ouly five aircrafti

He s wever, that {he
WJCS g elieved “events
ight’ o e President’s.
stipulations’ . and wished to

,aveid a discussion ‘‘whic h_
i would only tie him all the maore
| definitely to nonintervention.”

President Kennedy asserted;
at a press conference, on Ame
112, that there would ‘not be/
under any conditions, an inter-
1vent10n in Cuba by the United
I States armed forees.”’

He sent emissaries to 1
Jose Miro Cardona, head of {he
Cuban revolutionary council, to
make it clear that United Staies
participation could not be ox-
pected.

Leaders Assured of ilelp

Nevertheless, as Schlesinger
acknowledges, l_eaders of the
;mvasmn brigade in Guatemals
|w01e assured by CIA repre-
| sentatives that the Uniled
; States would provide air cover:
and any other help nec eSSAry gun
for success of the operation.

The Kennedy administration’s,
;plan called for pre-invasion air
strikes from

ragua by Cubals%ﬁ!ﬁzgﬁ

de fmlteiy destroyed, out of
'Castro’s  estimated total 'url
strengih of 15 B-265, 10 Sea
Furiegy and four T-33 jet train-|
ers, med (with .50 cahberl
muchifie guns;

Sw!e%son Is Indignant ‘

Adlai Stevenson, acting on in-

structions . from = Washington.
assured the United Nations on.

Saturday that the air strikef
that morning was made, “‘tol
the best of our knowledge,” by!
genuine defectors (rom Castro’s
gir. force. By Sunday, however., ;
as Schlesinger reports. “the
ClA cover story was crackmﬂ”
and Stevx‘nwn wa
standably indifmant?:
Schlesmge); dd«= :
‘tary Rusk,: “remorgel
position 1nto f'
thrust Jts :
now resol at B
aliventure. § “d natt
mitted further {o je opardme the
larger mtereqts of United Sta( es

suaded President Kenned_y 1o hours of nearly contmudm TUNS ;
cancel the second air strike by over the beachhead, ./, dew re-
Cuban pilets, which was sched- fusad to go out on. what Seemed -

{Sorensen ref

eign, poligy.”

»Secrefary;_, i, it appea:s
falt that U | States foreign
policy had larfler intdresis thart

nied 1o precede the .mawm the a suicide mission. and Amert-"

net motningy v

Hape of Sur;a 0 Lnifs

tavly Monday [v\dmmg, vhen

l!()’[ﬁfl’l from the (ransports:
began marking mvasion: points”
on three -beaches szlong a 40-
mile stretch of  the Cuban
shore, they encountered a mil-
itia patrol and rifle: shots de-
stroyed the hope of tactical
f;urpnso

Cas
the shatd, ‘wént into a
against h’n the ships an
‘men on_the, beaches Th;-,
‘slon brlgade s slow Worl
II B-263 were no matc
Castro’s, T-33 _ jets, Whl(%:(
“four of them down.
a Sea Fury sa,nk

1

shot
a.m.

‘communications ‘etjuipment.
After the disastrous effects oi!

trqs gir force, alerted by‘

|
je.

42
h for, (,,.1:4,

e ship, car-
“rying the brigade’s ' ammunj-
i reserve and mest of lt&:

“can pilots, under ‘confratt to the !
'CIA, took their plaves Because'
of 3 mixup up i communica- |
:tions, the B-26s arrived over the | I
beachhead an hour ahead of!
their jet support from ISsex.f
Without jet cover, most of them
swere shot downd® by the T{hs'
rand-four Americans were killed. |
Brigade & Doomed .

. The bmgade was doc»mca
Without ammgnition,
guickly roupded up by Castro’s
trmeps,  As ASqrersen Wles,
“while the lack 'of ammunitios-
led,, dxrectly to the disaster,
o’s control of the ajr.had .

ded, directly to the lack. of -
amﬁxumtxon "

The followiig: lines from
Hamiet’s solﬁoquy afe familiar .

“Thus consciehce dods
: . .gowards of us ol

Nt

PI‘ESIdC‘nt Kﬂnﬂﬁdy 5 CaﬂCEI i Und thus the nafive hus of reso-

Mation of the nd alr. strike:

“against Castr  air flelas had
“been  demopgtrated by the
revents of day, the Presi-,
dent- reinstgted the second:

strike (6r Tugkddy morning. As

cioud covd® “made this
ponement fatal.”

1l wus clear, after the failure;
of the second air strike Tuesday

morning, that the brigade was
in serious frouble. The admin-}.
istration learned Tuesday after-§
neen iaat 20,000 Castro troops,!
with artillery and tanks, were:
meving to encircle the mvadem

Prupose Carrier Strike
At o “White House meeting

rts, however, “a.
post-

lution

Is sicklied ower. with the

[ © cast of thought:

And enterprises of greai nilh
and moment.

With this regurd their currenis
turn awry,

. And lose .the name of action.”

e

This is .the image of Presi-
ident Kennedy that emerges
f: om accounts of the Bayv of
“Pigh tragedy by two members
f hisg adminis{ration who were
amo'lg his closest friends and
pv‘eatest admirers.

tﬂm ‘ F’brARebm G| ARDR#5-00001R000100250020-8
Hite on . [he Umted Qta{ps Bur kc. whief of naval opera-
War 11 B-26 planes to neuiralizg NP VR AP —eiael P e




